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Japan's former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe apologized to lawmakers on Friday over a scandal involving payments to supporters, a day after prosecutors said they would not indict him in the case. South Africa has identified a new variant of the new coronavirus, which authorities believe is driving an increase in COVID-19
infections that could overwhelm its health care system. Several countries, including Britain, which has found a mutant variant in south-south-area cases, have banned flights from South Africa, disrupting holiday travel and disrupting tour operators. WHAT IS THE NEW OPTION? South Africa has identified a new variant of
the new coronavirus, which authorities believe is driving an increase in COVID-19 infections that could overwhelm its health care system. Several countries, including Britain, which has found a mutant variant in south-south-area cases, have banned flights from South Africa, disrupting holiday travel and disrupting tour
operators. WHAT IS THE NEW OPTION? (Bloomberg) - Iran has found a way to buy coronavirus vaccines after the U.S. releases its sanctions, a breakthrough in a country that is battling the worst outbreak of the virus in the Middle East. Iran will buy 16.8 million vaccine doses from the World Health Organization's
COVAX facility, transferring a 200 million euro ($244 million) payment through two unidentified European and Turkish banks and domestic banks, central bank governor Abdolnaser Hemmati told state television. He said the U.S. Treasury's Foreign Asset Control Office greenlit the deal under pressure from global public
opinion. With about 1.2 million people infected and more than 54,000 dead, Iran's coronavirus outbreak is the worst in the region, and officials have previously said that their ability to fight it is hampered by sanctions. Iran says U.S. sanctions prevent purchases of Covid VaccinesIran have tried to use its foreign exchange
reserves there abroad to pay for vaccines using COVAX, but it was said by countries including South Korea that money risks being confiscated or blocked, Hemmati said earlier this month. (Updates with U.S. exemption, number of doses from the second paragraph) For more articles like this, please visit us at
bloomberg.comSubscribe now to stay ahead with the most trusted business news source.©2020 Bloomberg L.P.Australian Associated PressUS President Donald Trump has spent Christmas Eve golfing in Florida as at the last minute demand derailed the passage of the COVID-19 aid package. Thousands of people
gathered for a Christmas mass at the giant our Lady of Peace on Thursday to mark the end of the tarnished COVID-19 and the disputed election that opened deep wounds in the West African nation. The chapel, whose towering dome is modeled on St. Peter's Basilica in the Vatican, is located on the edge of Côte
d'Ivoire's administrative capital, surrounded by Savannah. My message at this Christmas celebration is our dear compatriots again, that we have one religion, one nationality, which is peace, which is a platform for the progress of this nation, said Franck Allatin, the basilica's rector. (Bloomberg) - The U.S. said air
passengers arriving from the United States must have a negative Covid-19 test within 72 hours of departure, while Hong Kong extended its mandatory quarantine for most visitors to three weeks. The Greater Los Angeles area had a record number of deaths and hospitalizations, and Italy's total cases passed 2 million.
Germany identified its first case of coronavirus variant, which has appeared in K, which the study showed to be 56% more transmissive than other strains, although there's no clear evidence it causes more or less severe diseases. Brazil found that the effectiveness of the Sinovac Biotech vaccine was less than 90%,
although data is still being compiled, asking questions about its effectiveness relative to competing shots offered by companies such as pfizer Inc. and Moderna Inc.Key Developments: Global Tracker: Things go 79.3 million; number of deaths exceeds 1.74 millionSoutheast Asia vaccine rollout: Who will receive what,
whenWorld's most loathed industry produces vaccines at record timesNurses celebrating the Covid-19 vaccine battle in social media scornPoultry farms apartment 13D show the scale of pandemic support fraudYear we were hot in the supercold freezerWhat you need to know about the second stimulus payment:
QuickTake Subscribe to a daily update on the virus from Bloomberg's Prognosis team here. Click CVID on terminal world data on coronavirus cases and deaths. South Africa's Record Infections Second Day (2:55 p.m. Hong Kong) South Africa reported a record number of new infections the second day in a row, with
cases jumping 14,305 to a cumulative total of 968,563, the health ministry said in a statement late on Wednesday. The number of people diagnosed with Covid-19 who died rose by 326 to 25,983. A new virus strain has been detected in a country that can drive a second wave of infections.U.K. Travelers to the U.S. Need
a Negative Test (2:05 p.m. Hong Kong) The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is now requiring air passengers arriving from the UK to get a negative polymerase chain reaction or antigen test no more than 72 hours before leaving, according to a U.S. authorities statement. The order will be signed by President
Donald Trump today and takes effect December 28th. Passengers from the United States united republic must submit written documentation of their tests to their airline. Carriers must confirm the negative result for all passengers who board and deny entry to those performing the test. Hong Kong Expands Quarantine,
Bans South Africa Travel (Hong Kong 1 pp.m.) Hong Kong banned all recent travelers from South Africa and extended mandatory quarantine for most other visitors in an effort to prevent the new Covid-19 strain from spreading to the city. will require all visitors except those from mainland China, Macao and Taiwan to 21
days fixed facility, the government said in a statement. Arrival from these three areas only need to spend seven days at home in Hong Kong. Macau this week said visitors must spend 21 days under medical observation. People who have stayed in South Africa for more than 2 hours in the last 21 days will be banned from
entering Hong Kong. This rule also applies to those who spent time in the UK three weeks before the trip. Local media reported that the city can report about 60 new cases, with an undetermined number of unknown origins. Chinese vaccine less than 90% effective in Brazil (12:35 p.m. Hong Kong) Trials of Sinovac
Biotech Ltd vaccines in Brazil and Turkey show the shot has a level of protection on both sides of 90%, meaning there is still no final assessment of how effective it is in protecting people against Covid-19.The company has the results of completing phase III trials from both countries, along with Indonesia and Chile, a
familiar person said. The shot did not reach 90% effectiveness in late-stage trials, Sao Paulo's State Health Secretary said, as a result of which would make it less successful than that of Pfizer and Moderna. Turkey said the study of the shot showed an estimated efficiency rate of 91.25%, but it was based on only 29
cases, too little for the final conclusion, the person said. Virus stretches japan's Power Grid (12:10 p.m. Hong Kong) Japan's power supplies are being strained as demand for heating sways from people opening windows to stop the virus from spreading in winter. Operators of trains, shops and other equipment are
advised to increase ventilation to prevent the spread of infection. But the cold spell leads to unusually high heating demand, just as generators cut output as the holidays begin, said Ryoichi Kunimatsu, spokesman for japan's Electric Power Exchange.Japan electricity prices rose to their highest level since trading began
in 2005 on the exchange. The 24-hour average spot electricity price for December 26 delivery jumped 144.5% to 35.83 yen per kilowatt hour Friday. China undertakes mass testing in Dalian (10:40 a.m. In Hong Kong) China reported seven confirmed Covid-19 cases as of Thursday, all from the northeastern coastal city
of Dalian. One was reclassified as a confirmed case after the infected person developed symptoms. China counts Covid patients as confirmed cases only after they experience symptoms, otherwise classifying them as asymptomatic. Dalian and Beijing each reported asymptomatic cases. Dalian has mobilized hospital
and third-party testing services to test up to 200,000 people a day, and had tested 2.13 million people as of Wednesday 6, local health authorities said. L.A. Reports Record deaths, hospitalizations (9:20 a.m. Hong Kong) in the Greater Los Angeles area, which has the nation's highest number of infections and deaths,
had a record number of deaths and Person now dies every 10 minutes in LA County from Covid-19, Covid-19, Barbara Ferrer, District Director for Public Health. The county added 148 new deaths, bringing the total to 9,299, while cases increased by 13,678 to 677,299 — or one in 15 people. Hospitalisation increased to
6,499. Local emergency rooms and hospitals are too capacity, the health department said. There is no indication of a final sight to the current increase. Health officials also asked residents to worship through streaming services or those performed outdoors — even after changing their arrangements over the weekend so
that indoor services could be aligned with Supreme Court rulings. South Korea grappled with an outbreak in prison (9:15 .m. Hong Kong) South Korea reported a record 1,241 new coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours, according to the Korean Agency for Disease Control and Prevention website, with total deaths rising
17 to 773.There has been a major outbreak at the Seoul Dongbu Detention Center, Yonhap News reported, citing Prime Minister Chung Sye-kyun. There were 288 cases in the facility. South Korea is testing 110,000 people a day. Beijing tells officials to lead an example of New Year's Eve (8:45 a.m. Hong Kong) Beijing
City is asking government officials to lead by example and stay in the capital next new year and the Chinese Lunar New Year holidays, according to a viral control work meeting held on Thursday. All citizens are encouraged to stay where they are on holiday. The city reported two local asymptomatic cases this week. The
Sydney cluster growing to 108 cases (8:40 a.m. Hong Kong) cluster of Covid-19 infections on Sydney's Northern Beaches has risen to 108, with authorities urging people to limit their movements across the city and avoid crowded Boxing Day shopping sales. The New South Wales state recorded seven new cases
overnight, with four linked to the cluster, Premier Gladys Berejiklian said. Health officials are concerned that infected people visited bars and food courts in the central business district days before Christmas and are urging people who attended these places to isolate themselves and get tested. Please avoid cbd where
you can and if you go to CBD and you have to go shopping, make sure you wear a mask and are socially distancing, Berejiklian said. Florida New Cases Rise Above 13,000 (5:19 p.m NY) Florida's resurgence in Covid-19 continued to spread as it reported 13,147 new infections, among the highest pandemics. It was the
second time in a week with infections over 13,000. The national record was set in mid-July, during a summer surge there, with more than 15,000 daily cases. Minnesota Passes 5,000 deaths (3:51 p.m NY) minnesota exceeded 5,000 deaths on Thursday as it reported a further 79 deaths. The country recorded nearly
1,400 deaths in December, the most deadly month so far in a pandemic. Like most countries, cases and hospitalizations were pulled up this fall in Minnesota, but are on a general decline. However, deaths are later and appear to be just in the last few days, according to data from the Covid Tracking Project.Milton Keynes
Testing Lab is suffering an outbreak, Sky Reports (3:20 p.m NY) Covid-19 cases have been reported to workers at Milton Keynes Lighthouse Laboratory, Sky News said, citing an employee at the facility who asked to remain anonymous, and a representative of Health and Social Care.Cases have been reported to three
of the four testing teams and between administrative and warehouse workers at the site, Sky said, noting that the number of people affected is unknown. About 20 people in one 70-person lab team are currently isolating, according to an employee who mentioned concerns that the rules put in place to keep employees
safe were broken to meet testing targets. California Cases exceed 2 Million (2:53 .m) California added 39,070 cases, the first state to cross 2 million infections. It also reported a total of 351 new deaths of 23,635.The national test positivity reached 12.4%, the highest since the April peak. The number of available intensive
care units in beds hovered at record lows with more than half of the country's supply fully accepted as hospitalizations rose to a new high.U.S. The death could be near 420,000 by mid-January, CDC Projects (2:19.m NY) in the U.S. could reach as many as 419,000 Covid-19 deaths by January 16, the Centers for Disease
Control said in projections based on projections from 36 modeling groups. The lower end of the forecast was 378 000 deaths. Total U.S. deaths since the onset of the pandemic are now more than 327,000, according to data compiled by Johns Hopkins University.French Cases Jump; Vaccinations begin Sunday (1:20.m.
NY) New viral cases in France jumped by 21,634 in the last 24 hours, according to data provided by Sante Publique in France. This is the biggest one-day increase since November 20th. But positivity rates in the test are steadily decreasing and it is now 3.8% compared to 6.4% on December 8th. The French have
rushed to get tested before the holiday season and family gatherings. The French National Health Authority on Thursday approved the use of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine against Covid-19 people aged 16 and older. The vaccination campaign begins on Sunday in Sevran near Paris and Dijon.N.Y. Cases in December Hit
Record (1:14 .m) in New York State Covid-19 cases have reached a new monthly high. The country has posted more than 236,000 cases in December, more than the previous high of 224,602 reported in April, data show. New York, the early center of the U.S. outbreak, is seeing a revival with colder weather and
vacations. It has reported more than 12 000 cases a day twice in the last week. Its hospitalization has climbed to 6,928 on Dec. 23, from 3924 on Dec 1U.K. Vaccinated over 600,000 (1:07 p.m NY) the United Kingdom said it had administered the first dose of Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine to 616,933 people between
December 8 and December 20, with home care care aged 80 and over, as health and social workers. The vaccination rate will increase in the coming weeks as more doses become available and vaccine candidates from makers like Moderna and AstraZeneca get approved, the government's Department of Health and
Social Care said in a statement. The country has provided 40 million doses of Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine, which requires two doses. Ny. C Hospitalizations Highest Since May (11:28 a.m NY) New York City hospitals continue to report increasing Covid-19 caseloads, reaching their highest level since late May with 2,337
patients as of Tuesday, up from 2,241 the previous day, nearly triple the number reported since November 22, according to state health department data. Among the city's population, 3.36 individuals per 100,000 were hospitalized as of Tuesday, up from 3.19 the previous day, and new daily hospitalizations for a seven-
day average total of 201, just above the city's 200-patient hospital capacity warning threshold, the city's health department reported. The city's seven-day positive test rate for the virus was 6.29%, above the 5% public health warning threshold. Although recently reported cases fell to 2,890 from 3,308 on the seven-day
average, this may be due to lag data collection, said Health Department spokesman Patrick Gallahue. The figures are potentially influenced by external factors and there is a shift in some indicators, he said. We continue to encourage New Yorkers to take precautions to stay safe. Germany identifies a case of K Virus
mutation (11:02 a.m. NY) Germany has identified its first case variant of coronavirus that appeared in K, which may be transmissive that other strains. The variant, known as B.1.1.7, was discovered by a woman who traveled to Baden-Wuerttemberg from London via Frankfurt on December 20, according to a spokesman
for the country's health ministry. The woman has shown mild symptoms and is isolating along with three others she came into contact with, he added. Italy Passes 2 million cases (10:55 a.m NY) italy exceeded 2 million virus cases Thursday, with 18,040 new infections and 505 deaths reported. The positive test rate rose
slightly to 9.3% from 8.3%, but the number of deaths remains in line with previous days. France's Macron no longer shows symptoms (5:48 p.m. HK) French President Emmanuel Macron no longer shows Covid-19 symptoms, his office said in a statement. Macron has continued to work throughout his illness and will
remain in isolation for another seven days, the Elysee Palace said. Macron tested positive for Dec. 17.New Virus Strain transmissibility cause more deaths (5:25.m HK) mutations in the coronavirus strain that have spread, which Aka seems to be more contagious and will likely lead to higher hospitalizations and deaths
next year, a new study showed. The variant is 56% more transmissible than other strains, according to a study by the Mathematical Modelling Centre on Diseases at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. There is no clear evidence that this results in a more or less severe disease. France-K. Channel
Border to stay open by Christmas (4.42pm .m HK) United And France agreed to keep the main Dover-Calais trade crossing, including Eurotunnel, open over Christmas. Both ports will continue to operate to allow carriers and citizens to return home as soon as possible, United As Transportation Secretary Grant Shapps
said in a tweet Wednesday morning. Coronavirus testing will also continue in Kent, the county where Dover is located, he said. For more articles like this, please visit us at bloomberg.comSubscribe now to stay ahead with the most trusted business news source.©2020 Bloomberg L.P.A father and son have shot and killed
each other after a dispute over dogs. U.S. internet company GoDaddy apologized Thursday after an email that promised employees a Christmas bonus in the midst of an economic crisis turned out to be a computer security test. After gathering for a Christmas party, the 18-year-old, who had alcohol and marijuana in his
system, decided to drive home to Gold Coast.Nexstar Media Group, Inc. (Nasdaq: NXST) (Nexstar), announced today that it has reached a comprehensive multi-year distribution agreement with DISH Network. The agreement restores Nexstar's 164 local television stations across the country and Nexstar's fully-owned
cable network, WGN America, to the DISH Network programming line-up. WGN America will also launch dish streaming service, Sling TV, in early 2021. The financial terms of the contract were not disclosed. South Korea reported its largest daily number of coronavirus occasions on Friday, as the country's Christmas



celebrations were marmed by a harsh third wave Covid-19.So much has happened this year that you can't remember the moment of 400 years – years in March that Prince Harry and Meghan Markle officially resigned from their royal duties and began life as private citizens. Japanese shares ended in mixed holiday
diluted trading on Friday, but some investors bought pro-cyclical stocks that are expected to perform well next year as the global economy recovers from a coronavirus pandemic. The Nikkei 225 Index ended up 0.04% at 26,656.61. The wider Topix rose 0.23% to 1,778.41.Kourtney Kardashian is simply glowing with the
Kar-Jenner family's latest photofrom their winter trip to Lake Tahoe in California.A toddler has died after a collision on Christmas Day in northeast Victoria.Australian Associated PressSouth Australia has recorded two new COVID-19 cases of a woman and child returned from abroad with an active infection of up to four. If
Christmas is the time to set, then my gift to others like Samaritansvolunteer is my time and my complete attention. Japan is very behind to promote gender equality, its government said Friday, as it delayed the nearly two-decade-old target of at least 30 percent of leadership positions occupied by the end of 2020. Like
many street fights, this one ended quickly. Quickly.
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